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Adjacent Weld Zones 

 You’ve asked… Here it is. 
―In response to numerous inquiries and requests from valued 3M customers across the 
US and abroad, we have collected information and documentation intended to help clarify 
whether or not specific repair processes in which 3M materials may be consumed are 
considered to be required repair operations and if they are included or not-included within 
any other repair procedures. Our objective is to help our customers build a complete and 
accurate repair plan that results in seamless repairs, improving cycle time, touch time, the 
overall customer experience, satisfaction and retention for key stakeholders in the Collision 
Repair Industry. 
 

• Audatex – Welded-On Adjacent Panels 
• Mitchell – Adjacent Welded Panels  
• CCC / Motor – Adjacent Weld Zones 
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 Audatex Definition 
―Welded-on Panels  

• Audatex base refinish labor does not 
include additional time to refinish adjacent 
panels that may be damaged by welding. 

 (Page 157 Section 4-2) 
― I – Repair/Align Labor  

• This is judgment labor supplied by the 
estimate preparer. (Page 14 Section 2-2) 

―Alignment of parts adjacent to parts being 
replaced.  (Page 53 Section 4-2) 

―Replace labor does not include additional labor 
to repair the replaced panel and or adjacent 
panels which may become distorted, burned or 
damaged by welding, drilling, grinding and 
straightening.  (Page 55 Section 4-2) 
 
 

Adjacent Weld Zones – Definitions 

Source: Audatex Database Reference Manual 
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 CCC / Motor Definition 
―WELD ZONE/ADJACENT PANEL 

• SPECIAL NOTATION: 
― Suggested refinish operation times do not include additional time for repair of damage to 

adjacent panels resulting from normal cutting, welding and grinding procedures. The 
amount of damage can vary considerably depending upon process and technique used 
by the servicing technician and, therefore, is impractical to anticipate in this publication. 
MOTOR recommends these factors be considered before finalizing any repair cost 
estimate. Typical areas to be considered are illustrated below. (CCC / Motor Guide Pg. 39) 

― QUARTER PANELS AND OTHER MAJOR WELDED 
PANELS 

― Refinish times listed on the parts detail line for these new panels include exterior side, recessed 
edges, gutters and pockets, unless otherwise noted in text. Refinish times listed under the 
“Refinishing Notes” heading for quarter panels or other major welded panels “exterior surface 
only” operations do not include time for refinishing recessed edges, gutters and pockets. Where 
possible, MOTOR will publish time for these areas under the “Refinishing Notes” heading within 
that group.  (CCC / Motor Guide Pg. 34) 

― Labor Time Premise 
― Replacement of exchanged or used parts is not considered. If additional aligning or repair must 

be made, such factors should be considered when developing the estimate. Items not listed 
under the INCLUDED/DOES NOT INCLUDE heading for any given procedure have not been 
considered in the estimated work time development  for that procedure, unless specified by a 
footnote. All included/not  included items for labor procedures listed between pages G10 and 
G33 are for component R&R and R&I procedures unless  otherwise indicated in operation  
heading. (CCC/Motor Guide Pg. G10) 

Adjacent Weld Zones – Definitions 

Source:CCC / Motor Guide to Estimating, Rev. 02-2012 
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 CCC / Motor Definition 
― INCLUDED and/or NOT INCLUDED LABOR 

OPERATIONS INCLUDED OPERATIONS: 
• When items or operations appear in the Guide to 

Estimating pages under the “Included” heading it means 
that the operation is performed in conjunction with another 
operation. 
 

― INCLUDED and/or NOT INCLUDED LABOR 
OPERATIONS – Continued NOT INCLUDED 
OPERATIONS: 

• Items or operations listed under “Does Not Include” were 
not  considered in the development of published labor 
operation times. These operations may or may not be 
required depending upon the vehicle or repair process 
used. If any of these items or operations  are required, 
they should be considered by the estimator. If a specific 
qualifier (such as R&I) appears, it means only the 
specified qualifier applies. 

Adjacent Weld Zones – Definitions 

Source:CCC / Motor Guide to Estimating, Rev. 02-2012, Page G5 
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 Mitchell Definition 
―Welded Panels  

        Replacement labor times for new panels that are joined by welding include the 
necessary use of inserts and accepted sectioning guidelines developed by 
OEMs, I-CAR, and TECH-COR. The labor times for welded panels include 
grinding, filling and final sanding with up to 150 grit sandpaper to match the 
original panel contour. Labor times do Not-Include the Feather, Prime and Block 
refinish operation. See Procedure 28 in Procedure Explanation section, for 
information on Feather, Prime and Block.(Mitchell P-Pages – Page 3) 

―Labor Times  

        The actual time taken by individual repair facilities to replace collision damaged 
parts can be expected to vary due to severity of collision, vehicle condition, 
equipment used, etc. (Mitchell P-Pages –Page 2) 

 

Adjacent Weld Zones – Definitions 

Portions Copyright 2012 Mitchell International, Inc. – Mitchell  P-Pages  
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Core Support –  
Adjacent Weld Zones   
(Right & Left Aprons and Frame Rails) 
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Rear Body Panel –  
Adjacent Weld Zones  
(Right & Left Quarter Panels & Rail Ends and Floor Pan ) 
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Quarter Panel –  
Adjacent Weld Zones  
(Rocker Panel, B-Pillar, Rear Body Panel, Wheelhouse, Floor 
Pan,  Deck Lid Trough, etc.)  
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Are “Adjacent Weld Zones”… 
 • Audatex – Welded-On Adjacent Panels 

• Mitchell – Adjacent Welded Panels  
• CCC / Motor – Adjacent Weld Zones 

 Are “ Adjacent Weld Zones”… 
1.  Required? 

(See the following documents from the leading Information Providers.) 
 

2. Included or Not-Included? 
(See the following pages from the leading Information Providers and the 
SCRS Guide to Complete Repair Planning for Documentation) 
 
 

3.  What Documentation do we have to  
 show that the Repair Operation was  
 Performed and Completed as  
 Required? 

 (See the following examples of Before, During & After Photos)  
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 Are “Adjacent Weld Zones”… 
1. Required ? 

• The previous definitions from the leading 
Information Providers state that: 

A. Adjacent Weld Zones are Required 
Repair Operations necessary to restore 
damaged panels to New Undamaged 
Condition. 

B. Refinish Labor is based on new, 
undamaged parts. 

Not  only are these repair operations necessary to 
restore panels to New Undamaged Condition, they are 
necessary to restore the vehicle to its initial state of 
Crash Worthiness. 

 (See the following documents from the leading Information Providers.) 

 

Adjacent Weld Zones 
 • Audatex – Welded-On Adjacent Panels 

• CCC / Motor – Adjacent Weld Zones 
• Mitchell – Adjacent Welded Panels  
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1. A.  Audatex Labor Overview-Returning Panel to New Undamaged Condition 
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1. A. OEM Component Replacement: Returning a vehicle back to its  
 structural integrity is required. 
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1. A. CCC / Motor Labor Premise-Returning Vehicle to New Undamaged on New 
 Undamaged Condition  
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1. A. Mitchell’s-New Undamaged to New Undamaged Condition 

Portions Copyright 2012 Mitchell International, Inc. – Mitchell  P-Pages  
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1. B. Refinish Guidelines-Returning Panel to New Undamaged OEM Condition 
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1. B.  CCC / Motors Refinish Time Premise: Returning Panels to New 
 Undamaged Condition. 
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1. B. Mitchell Refinish Procedures-Return Panels to New Undamaged 

Portions Copyright 2012 Mitchell International, Inc. – Mitchell  P-Pages  
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  Are “Adjacent Weld Zones”… 
2. Included or Not-Included? 

A. According to the leading Information Providers 
Repair & Refinish of Adjacent Weld Zones are 
Not-Included  Required Operations necessary 
to restore a damaged panel to new undamaged 
condition. 

(See the following documents from the leading Information Providers) 
 

B. SCRS, ASA and other resources list: 
• Adjacent Weld Zones as Not-Included  

Required Repair Operations necessary to 
restore a damaged panel to new undamaged 
condition. 

 
(See the following pages from the SCRS Guide to Complete Repair Planning for Documentation) 

Adjacent Weld Zones 
• Audatex – Welded-On Adjacent Panels 
• CCC / Motor – Adjacent Weld Zones 
• Mitchell – Adjacent Welded Panels  
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2. A.  According to the leading Information Providers it is the Ultimate 
Responsibility  of the estimate preparer  that all necessary operation are 
included in the estimate. 
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2. A. According to the leading Information Providers Required Operations that 
are not listed as either Included or Not Included is usually Not-Included. 

Body & Refinish Labor Operations 
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2. A. According to the leading Information Providers,  repair and 
alignment labor are a judgment of the estimate preparer. 
Body Labor Operation 
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2. A. According to leading Information Providers, alignment of parts adjacent to 
the parts being replaced are Not-Included Operations. 

Body Labor Operation 
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2. A. According to the leading Information Providers, the repair of damaged adjacent panel 
due to welding, grinding, drilling, and straightening are Not-Included Operations. 

Body Labor Operation 
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2. A. According to the leading Information Providers, additional refinish time for 
Adjacent Weld Zones  are Not-Included operations. 

Refinish Labor Operation 
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2. A.  Audatex: Labor Exclusions are never automatically included.  

Body & Refinish Labor Operation 



26 

 

2. A. Audatex: Adjacent Weld Zone Not-Included Example 
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2. A. Audatex: Adjacent Weld Zone Not-Included Example 
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2. A. According to the leading Information Providers Repair & Refinish of 
Adjacent Weld Zones are Not-Included  Required Operations necessary to 
restore a damaged panel to new undamaged condition. 
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2. A. According to the leading Information Providers Repair & Refinish of 
Adjacent Weld Zones are Not-Included  Required Operations necessary to 
restore a damaged panel to new undamaged condition. 
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2. A.  According to the leading Information Providers , Adjacent Weld Zone 
refinish time are Not-included Operations. 
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2. A. CCC / Motor Adjacent Weld Zone Not-Included Example. 
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2. A. According to the leading Information Providers Repair & Refinish of 
Adjacent Weld Zones are Not-Included  Required Operations necessary to 
restore a damaged panel to new undamaged condition. 
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2. A. According to the leading Information Providers Repair & Refinish of 
Adjacent Weld Zones are Not-Included  Required Operations necessary to 
restore a damaged panel to new undamaged condition. 
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2. A. According to the leading Information Providers Repair & Refinish of 
Adjacent Weld Zones are Not-Included  Required Operations necessary to 
restore a damaged panel to new undamaged condition. 
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2. A. CCC / Motor Adjacent Weld Zone Not-Included Example. 
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2. A. According to the leading Information Providers Repair & Refinish of 
Adjacent Weld Zones are Not-Included  Required Operations necessary to 
restore a damaged panel to new undamaged condition. 
 

Portions Copyright 2012 Mitchell International, Inc. – Mitchell  P-Pages  
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2. A. According to the leading Information Providers Repair & Refinish of 
Adjacent Weld Zones are Not-Included  Required Operations necessary to 
restore a damaged panel to new undamaged condition. 
 
Body Labor Operation 

Portions Copyright 2012 Mitchell International, Inc. – Mitchell  P-Pages  



38 

2. A. According to the leading Information Providers Repair & Refinish of 
Adjacent Weld Zones are Not-Included  Required Operations necessary to 
restore a damaged panel to new undamaged condition. 
 

Portions Copyright 2012 Mitchell International, Inc. – Mitchell  P-Pages  
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2. A. According to the leading Information Providers Repair & Refinish of 
Adjacent Weld Zones are Not-Included  Required Operations necessary to 
restore a damaged panel to new undamaged condition. 
 

Portions Copyright 2012 Mitchell International, Inc. – Mitchell  P-Pages  
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2. B. SCRS and other resources list Repair & Refinish of Adjacent Weld Zones as 
Not-Included Required Repair Operations necessary to restore a damaged panel to 
new undamaged condition.  
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SCRS-Core Support 
Non-Included Operations 
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SCRS-Apron/Upper Rail 
Non-Included Operations 
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SCRS-Pillars 
Non-Included Operations 
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SCRS-Rocker Panels 
Non-Included Operations 
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SCRS-Roof 
Non-Included Operations 
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SCRS-Pick-Up Cab Corner 
Non-Included Operations 
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SCRS-Pick-Up Cab Back Panel 
Non-Included Operations 



48 

SCRS-Pick-up Bed Side Panel & Van/SUV Side Panel 
Non-Included Operations 
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SCRS-SUV/Van Side Panel & Quarter Panels  
Non-Included Operations  
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SCRS-Quarter Panels & Rear Body Panels 
Non-Included Operations 
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SCRS-Rear Body Panels & Floor Pan 
Non-Included Operations 
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SCRS-Floor Pan 
Non-Included Operations 
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Adjacent Weld Zones 

3.  What Documentation do we have  
to show that the Repair Operation 
was Performed and Completed as 
Required? 

A. Documentation for Adjacent Weld 
Zones 
(Examples of Before, During & After Photos) 
 

B. Additional Documentation  
(Ford, GM, Toyota & DEG Weld Zone Inquiries) 

• Audatex – Welded-On Adjacent Panels 
• CCC / Motor – Adjacent Weld Zones 
• Mitchell – Adjacent Welded Panels  
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Dressing Welds – Spot Welds – Outside 

Before During After 



55 

Dressing Welds –  
Spot Welds – Inside 

Before 

During 

After 
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Dressing Welds   
Plug Welds – Outside 

Before 

During 

After 
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Dress Welds 
Plug Welds - Inside 

Before 

During 

After 
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Additional Documentation 
(Ford, GM, Toyota and DEG 

Inquiries) 
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Database Enhancement Gateway 
(DEG) 

Adjacent Weld Zone Inquiries 
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